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TAXI AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Notice of Motion 

By leave, Dr J.M. Woollard gave notice that at the next sitting of the house she would move -  

That the scope of the Taxi Amendment Bill 2007 be extended to allow amendments to be moved 
requiring all new taxis to be run on liquefied petroleum gas or renewable fuels or to be hybrid vehicles, 
thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  

Second Reading 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [2.57 pm]:  Unfortunately, the Western Australian taxi service does not 
meet the needs of the people in our community, particularly those in the metropolitan area.  

Point of Order 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I cannot hear a word that the member is saying because other members are having 
conversations in the chamber.  I am interested in this debate.   

The SPEAKER:  It is true that we should be able to hear the member for Alfred Cove.  However, there may be a 
problem with her microphone.  I will have that checked out.  I, too, am having difficulty hearing the member.  
Members must refrain from talking at a level that prevents the member on his or her feet from being heard.   

Debate Resumed 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It is unfortunate we have an inadequate public transport system and an inadequate taxi 
service in Western Australia.  Having talked to people in my community, I am aware that the public transport 
system in the suburbs does not meet community needs.  I have approached the government about extending the 
bus service.  I have also approached the City of Melville to see whether it will provide a bus service.  Given that 
we do not have a good public transport system that sufficiently meets community needs - I am aware that the 
government is doing its best to improve that situation - it is important that we have a good taxi service.   

We know from the many reports in the newspapers and from the comments that have been made to probably all 
members in this house that people are waiting for several hours for a taxi, particularly at night.  That is a great 
concern to the young adults who go to nightclubs and various other places.  They must wait for between two and 
three hours for a taxi to take them home.  We must increase the public transport services and the availability and 
number of taxis on the road around the clock.  The member for Nedlands mentioned some instances in which 
some disabled people had not been able to get a taxi.  The Maxi Taxis run a wonderful service for disabled 
people.  It is very sad to hear of instances of people who have been turned down by taxis.  It is not only disabled 
people who have been turned down.  I have heard about people who live near the airport who have phoned for a 
taxi to go to the airport and they have had to phone the taxi company several more times because a taxi had not 
arrived.  In the end, they have had to make other arrangements to get to the airport.  There is a problem with 
transport, and this bill is on the table to address some of those issues. 

The bill will increase government ownership of taxis.  Approximately 40 new taxis will come on board each 
year.  I would like either a suitable clause to be inserted in the bill or to be given a firm commitment by the 
government that it will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by making a similar arrangement for the taxi service to 
that which operates for the government fleet cars whereby the government has increased to 25 per cent the 
number of government fleet cars that run on liquefied petroleum gas.  The increase of government ownership of 
taxi plates provides the government with an opportunity to assure the community that it is serious about reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.  As part of that commitment, I want the government to ensure that the new taxis are 
run on either LPG, hybrid fuel or a renewable fuel.  I have read some of the statements on this issue released by 
various ministers.  A media statement released by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure headed “WA 
Government hears alternative energy message” states - 

Ms MacTiernan said the Western Australian Government was serious about looking for alternatives to 
imported fossil fuels and was ready to put research muscle and investment dollars into finding 
solutions. 

That was one commitment given by the government.  A media statement released by the Treasurer headed “WA 
State Fleet wins national environment award” states - 

A carbon neutral program, LPG fuelled cars and a major shift towards the use of four-cylinder vehicles 
has seen the operators of the State Government car fleet win a national environment award. 
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His statement encouraged the use of LPG-fuelled cars and four-cylinder cars and measures to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.  A joint press release by the Treasurer and the Minister for Education and Training headed “Major 
Government drive to offset car fleet emissions” states - 

More than 100,000 trees will be planted to help offset the 63,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide emitted by 
the State Government’s 10,000-strong light vehicle fleet in 2006. 

Obviously this bill will give the government greater control and ownership of the taxis.  Therefore, I believe that 
the government should look seriously at ensuring that when the new taxis come on board, they help reduce 
carbon emissions.  The government has made several statements.  Last year the Premier announced the 
appointment of a new Minister for Climate Change.  However, many members were very unimpressed by the 
Premier’s statement on climate change. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  It was remarkably average. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It was very poor.  People are very displeased, particularly as there was so much hype 
about the creation of the new ministry.  Many people were very disappointed with the percentages to which the 
Premier referred. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  They were indicative percentages, not real ones. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I will move some amendments to the bill that are in the name of the member for 
Churchlands, because I do not believe that the bill sets sufficient targets.  This bill provides the government with 
an opportunity to show its commitment to reducing greenhouse gases.  Section 16 of the Taxi Act states - 

(1) Taxi plates shall be offered for sale by public tender, with the invitation to tender specifying - 

(a) the criteria to be met by the successful tenderer; 
We should go a step further.  I had not anticipated this bill coming before us today; otherwise, I would have 
moved a notice of motion yesterday.  If the minister is unwilling to consider this matter now, I hope she commits 
to give consideration to the amendment to which I referred when the bill is sent to the upper house.  I will lobby 
the members of the upper house to get such a commitment from the government.  This bill will not address all 
the current problems of public transport regarding taxi services, and this issue will not be fixed in the short term.  
However, I am pleased that the government is trying to improve the services provided to the community and I 
hope that the minister will consider the use of other fuels to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [3.09 pm]:  I would like to address this issue, as I bring a local perspective from the 
local industry.  I believe that if we really want to find out how an industry works - whether it is the medical 
profession or physiotherapists, or in this case, taxi operators - we should actually talk to the operators.  I put the 
three changes that are proposed in these amendments to the local taxi operator in my town of Esperance.  The 
operator has three taxis and he owns the licences for those three taxis.  I asked him how these changes would 
help, as the minister says, to achieve the timely and efficient taxi service to the consumers of Western Australia.  
I asked him, being in the industry, to give me his view of how these things would help or not help, and how they 
would affect him.  I asked him if he believed that the amendments would serve his consumers better, and about 
any other associated issues that he had.  I also asked how we could contribute towards fixing the problems in 
trying to meet public demand.   
He said that the first issue in these amendments - the attachment or affixing of ones plates - does not really 
happen much anymore.  The minister; sorry, the member for Capel - I just gave the member for Capel a 
promotion - could not understand why someone would actually buy some plates for $230 000 or $240 000 and 
then stick them in the bottom drawer.  The taxi operator in my town said that used to happen, but it does not 
happen anymore.  The reason it occurred was that the plates could be bought at a reasonable price and then stuck 
in the bottom drawer to appreciate in value.  Therefore, people were essentially investing, waiting for that 
investment to increase and accrue, and then perhaps cash them in.   

Dr S.C. Thomas:  A lot like in Bali. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  That is right, although I have not been there.  Essentially, they were using them as an 
investment.   

The issue that he did relate to was that he does have cars that do not necessarily work all the time.  He has the 
plates affixed to the cars, but in reality, particularly in the country situation, those cars are not running or 
operating all the time.   
What he did say - I think it has been said here today - is that one of the issues with that was the lack of drivers, 
and the industry’s ability to attract drivers.  One issue is not only the relatively low unemployment rate, and the 
mining boom that we hear lots about attracting people to other parts to very highly paid activities, but there is 
also the issue of paying the drivers and making it actually worth their while.  This taxi operator provides the car 
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and takes responsibility for all the running costs, and the drivers take 40 per cent of the takings.  In quantitative 
terms, that amounts to something like $500 to $600 a week.  He said - and I suppose we hear this from lots of 
industries - that it is getting less and less economically viable to run a taxi today.  He said to me that if the 
minister really wants to improve the number of taxis on the road that are providing a service to consumers, if she 
wants to overcome the problems involved in serving the community, which we find very difficult in this industry 
today, there must be some genuine attention paid to both the flag fall and the cents per kilometre rates for taxis.  
He quoted a figure of something like 20 per cent.  That is how the industry is struggling to remain economically 
sustainable.  He talked about the issues of the rising costs and said that although there are adjustments to the 
rates almost every year, those increases are paltry.  The flag fall increased last year from $3.20 to $3.30, and the 
rates per kilometre increase was just a few cents.  The taxi operator said that this was nowhere near enough to 
address the rising costs, and the difficulties of keeping taxis on the road, and indeed attracting drivers for those 
taxis. 
The other issue that is dealt with by this amendment bill is the number of leased arrangements and leased plates 
in the industry.  In this amendment, that number will be increased from 20 per cent to 40 per cent.  However, 
there is an interesting issue in that the Taxi Act, which is being amended, has a 20 per cent cap.  Of the total 
number of plates for cabs in the industry, 20 per cent of those will be leased arrangement plates, as distinct from 
totally owned plates, as in the case of the operator in my home town.  It is quite interesting that in the act there 
appears to be an open-ended ability to make that level higher in any case.  The Taxi Act 1994, in 
section 16(10)(a), states that a “relevant percentage” is “20 per cent; or” and, in subsection (10)(b), “if another 
percentage is prescribed by regulation, that other percentage”.  It is interesting that there has been an open-ended 
ability for that figure to be almost anything that the regulation deemed.  That really has not changed, although 
40 per cent is now to be put in section 16(10)(a), and section 16(10)(b) will now say “if a higher percentage is 
prescribed by regulation, that percentage”.  This legislation is fairly sloppy in achieving an upper cap, if one 
likes, because it seems to suggest very strongly that the percentage deemed by regulation might be 40 or 50 per 
cent, or it might be even higher.  Later in the proceedings I will probably ask the minister how it will work out 
for the industry if the open-ended higher percentage is just that - that is, open ended - and how that will fit with 
section 16(11) of the act, which states - 

A regulation prescribing the relevant percentage shall not come into effect until such time as the 
regulation is no longer capable of being disallowed . . .  

I presume that we must wait until the term of the last regulation expires, and then the new one will kick in.  
However, I will seek clarification from the minister of how that will work and what the timeline will be for the 
taxi industry. 

I will deal with peak-period plates.  I think the bill refers to RHTs, or restricted hours taxis.  Is it correct, 
minister, that restricted hours taxi plates are the same as peak-period taxi plates?  The issue that was raised by 
the taxi operator in my region was that with the increasing number of leased plates in the industry - 40 or 50 per 
cent, or perhaps another figure - there is the potential for that to devalue the conventional licence that he owns.  
It has been said in this place, and I was told today, that the market value of such a licence is about $230 000. 

Another issue was brought to my attention; that is, that the concept of a leased plate was tending to hold back 
sales of conventional plates in the marketplace because of the lack of surety in the industry about what those 
plates are actually worth.  With a flood of leased plate arrangements, it is very likely that the investment by 
conventional plate owners in the industry and in their plates could be devalued. 

The member for Bunbury also brought a matter to my attention.  He has been unwell these past couple of days, 
and we hope that he makes a quick recovery.  The member for Bunbury talked about the need for the Bunbury 
taxi service and the opportunity, as is the case in my region of Esperance, to deliver a better service.  That is 
exactly what the operator in Esperance is saying; there should be the opportunity to deliver a better service.  
Acquiring plates and sticking them in the bottom drawer, rather than affixing them, is not an activity that is 
occurring much these days.  On the surface, it looks as though the large number of leased plates will result in an 
increased number of taxis on the road.  However, the rate-limiting factors, as the operator in my region has 
advised, are the costs of running the taxi, the income from the taxi and the ability to acquire drivers.  They are 
the rate-limiting steps in the industry at this point. 

I will deal with the peak-plate issue.  There could potentially be a negative effect on those owners who have 
conventional plates that they bought for very high amounts.  We have a responsibility to not devalue the plates of 
those owners who have made a significant investment in the industry.  It is a very fine balance in trying to 
deliver a better service, not only for the metropolitan area, but also for Bunbury, Esperance and all the other 
regional centres.  Therefore, there is a warning about achieving the government’s objective of enabling the taxi 
industry to deliver, as the minister says, “a timely and efficient taxi service to consumers”.  The industry is 
saying that in making these amendments - there are some reservations about the last one - we must be careful 
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that we do not disadvantage those people who have made a significant investment in the industry.  Making the 
industry viable, and attracting and keeping drivers in the industry to operate taxis, is the crux of the matter.  The 
industry is saying that there are significant issues about the deficiencies in income versus the outputs, which 
represents a value of something like 20 per cent.  Unless we address those viability issues in the taxi industry, we 
will continually have this difficulty.  As the minister knows from previous experience with the multipurpose 
maxi taxis, which provide a service for disabled people, the reality is that we must address some of those 
viability issues to make it worthwhile for operators to keep taxis on the road and to provide services for those 
people who need them. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [3.27 pm]:  I will not take very long.  However, I want to make a couple of 
observations as a person who has used cabs many times.  As a rule - I think I have made this point in the 
Parliament before - I have not had any bad experiences with cabs in Perth.  I did have an experience once in 
Melbourne, I remember, on a Christmas Eve when, after a night out, I think we waited for five hours for a cab 
down near the casino in Melbourne.  Waiting for cabs is not a problem only in our city of Perth.  However, it is a 
problem that we are experiencing more often, and that is unfortunate.  Therefore, I personally support anything 
that can be done to make our taxi service more viable for the operators, but, more importantly, more accessible 
to the community.  I will cite an example that was given to me by a constituent.  A group of people were at a 
dinner party on a Saturday night.  They called for a cab.  After waiting for a considerable time, they phoned the 
cab company and were told that the driver had already been and had picked up the fare.  They obviously replied 
that that could not be the case because they were still sitting there waiting.  They waited for a considerable time 
before phoning the cab company again, and were told that the cab had in fact been to the address but no-one was 
there.  Once again, they said that that could not be the case, because they were still there and had been waiting 
for some time.  In all, they waited for about three hours, and no cab arrived.  They were told then by the person 
on the other end of the phone that maybe it would be better to go out onto the street and try to flag down a cab.  
They thought that that could be a fairly risky situation late at night.  By that stage it was the early hours of the 
morning and they were not inclined to do that.  The upshot of it was that one of them eventually drove home 
when perhaps that person should not have.  They took a bit of a risk, but they thought that they would not get 
home if they did not do it that way.  At the time they were told by the controller that although a driver accepts a 
call for a fare, the driver is not obliged to follow through with the pickup.  There is, therefore, not a huge 
obligation on the driver to pick up a passenger, but I guess it would be very hard to control something like that 
anyway. 

Another aspect that sticks in my mind about Perth getting a bit of a reputation about its taxi service was well 
publicised when The Amazing Race came to Perth, a TV show that I must admit I have never seen but I had 
heard of.  I am sure my daughter has watched it.  The people involved in that show were in Perth and, 
apparently, according to the script they must get from one point to another as fast as they can, so they jump in a 
cab.  They could not find a cab in Perth.  Here were people from the other side of the world saying that they were 
in Perth and they could not get a cab.  They said that they could not even see a cab, let alone jump into one.  
These are the sorts of things that we as residents of Perth do not like to see.  On the other hand, flooding the 
market with cabs will affect the income of taxidrivers and plate owners who are trying to make a living out of 
cabs.  It is a difficult situation, but I personally support anything that the government can do to put more cabs on 
the roads. 

Another aspect of the cab situation is that we must understand what it is like to be a cabbie.  Some years ago I 
asked a fellow what he reckoned it would be like to be a cabbie.  He used to train horses, had the misfortune of 
running foul of the stewards and was rubbed out.  He had no source of income, so he became a cabbie.  He used 
to drive his cab on nightshift.  He said that when he finished he had decided that if ever in life he got so low that 
he had tried every job possible, including digging ditches, and there was no other job he could get, he would then 
become a cabbie.  He said that driving a cab at night-time is a horrendous experience.  I came back from the 
airport the other night and chatted to a cabbie about some of these aspects of the industry.  He said that security 
is an enormous issue.  He said that he can pick up some really bad fares at night in Northbridge, in the city, 
outside a pub or outside an entertainment area.  He can pick up people who vomit in the back seat of the car and 
who then fall asleep and cannot remember where they live; then when they get there, they have no money or they 
jump out of the cab and bolt; and he can be assaulted.  This is the sort of job that these people have to do.  There 
are many areas of the taxi industry that all members would acknowledge need to be looked at very closely.  That 
cabbie told me that a lot of cabbies believe the problems occur at the base where jobs are allocated.  I have not 
looked at that issue closely enough to comment on it.  He said that there are a lot of deep-seated problems in the 
industry that must be looked at.  Hopefully, this legislation in some way will address some of those problems. 
That is the contribution I want to make to the second reading debate.  Most residents of Perth have experienced 
delays in getting cabs.  People cannot expect to walk out of a grand final or some other big game at Subiaco Oval 
and get a cab straightaway.  The public must understand that it is not easy to get a cab at busy times.   
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Dr S.C. Thomas:  There hasn’t been an AFL grand final at Subiaco Oval, has there? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  It would be even harder, if that happened one day.  I am sure it will happen, maybe not at 
Subiaco Oval, but it will happen in Perth one day. 

These are the sorts of things that make it a very testing time for the taxi industry and for us as members of 
Parliament to come up with some sort of solution to at least reduce the delays on Saturday night.  I understand 
that some bus services have helped, but many people rely on family members or friends to pick them up late at 
night.  Some people have parents who are prepared to wait up until three or four in the morning and pick them 
up, because otherwise they would be at the end of a 100-metre long queue and waiting a long time for a cab.  I 
will be interested to see how the debate transpires in the consideration in detail stage, whether some of these 
issues can be nutted out and whether the members of this chamber can make some suggestions to the minister to 
help us move forward towards getting a better taxi service through the Taxi Amendment Bill 2007. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [3.35 pm]:  I thank 
members for their contributions.  Some of the contributions acknowledged the very real difficulties that we face 
in trying to have a sufficient number of taxis on the roads to service the growing demand.  Indeed, that is what 
the Taxi Amendment Bill 2007 is all about; it is designed to enable us to get more taxis on the roads.   

I want to table a couple of documents to address some of the issues.  One is about the relative performance 
growths in taxi fleets in various jurisdictions over the past five years.  It is graphically presented in a document I 
will table and clearly shows that Western Australia has outstripped all other states in the percentage increase of 
the cab fleet.  Indeed, WA has actually done better than the document shows.  The list in the document says it is 
24 per cent, when in fact the fleet has increased at a greater extent than that.  As members will see from the 
document, the state with the next highest increase is Victoria at about nine per cent.  I am happy to table the 
document so that members can see that WA has outstripped by a country mile the performance of any other 
state.   

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  At the end of my speech I will also ask for another couple of documents to be laid 
on the table for the rest of the day, documents which basically show the fare structures.  Some inferences have 
been made that fares are indeed the problem.  Again, this document shows that the rate of fare increases from 
2003 to 2006 was higher in Western Australia than in any other state.  We have therefore increased the number 
of taxis in percentage terms of the fleet more than any other state and increased fares in percentage terms more 
than any other state.   

Of course, we know that the current buoyant economic circumstances affect us in two respects.  Firstly, it means 
that there has been a dramatic growth in jobs.  Indeed, the figures are quite extraordinary.  At the same time, it 
also means that it is harder to get people to do this work.  The members for South Perth and Carine 
acknowledged that the late-night shifts, particularly at peak periods, are very unattractive for many taxidrivers.   

Picking up lots of drunks and people under the influence of products that tend to excite them is not the best job 
in the world.  When there is a buoyant economy, we are less likely to find people who are prepared to take on 
that sort of work, particularly at peak periods.  I am absolutely confident that we have been incredibly innovative 
in trying to deal with that.  We embarked last year on an advertising campaign designed to get a different sort of 
person who might not previously have thought about driving a peak-period plate - someone who was already 
employed but might have been younger, quite confident and quite happy to be out there with the late-night 
revellers and deal with their sometimes boisterous behaviour.  That strategy seems to have worked. 
I will give members some idea of the increase in the number of jobs over the past three years.  If we compare the 
final quarter of 2003 with the final quarter of 2006, the number of jobs covered increased from 240 000 to 
350 000.  That is a very substantial increase, about one-third, in the number of jobs being covered in the peak 
period.  In the non-peak period, for every quarter the number of jobs covered went from 800 000 to a million, 
again a very substantial increase.  Do not get me wrong.  The reason we are introducing this legislation is that we 
want to get more cabs onto the road and we need to amend the legislation to do that in a cost-effective way.  We 
want to see more cabs on the road and we have to make it feasible and practical for drivers to do that job.  It will 
not solve all our problems because as long as we have high employment, it will be difficult to get enough people 
to drive.  Even if we get all of these plates, the problem that has been identified by members will not go away: it 
will be difficult to get drivers.  We have done all that we can.  We were the first state, or one of the first states, to 
introduce late-night call-out fees to make it more attractive to people to make big money during those periods. 
We know that as always there are competing interests with this legislation.  There are people who have taxi 
plates who would rather not have any more plates released and want to ensure there is an ongoing place for 
investors in the industry, and there are others who write to tell us that our move towards leasing of plates on a 
monthly basis rather than requiring people to find $240 000 to buy one has enabled them to get into the industry.  
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They may have been long-term drivers but it has allowed them for the first time to become masters of their own 
destiny.  I think that is a very good thing.  Rather than having to lease a plate from an investor at about $350-
$360 a week, they can lease it from the government at $250 a week, or $50 a week if they are a peak-period 
operator.  The scheme we have introduced has been a great success.  The numbers I have show that since 2003 
we have increased the allocation of plates by around 30 per cent.  Not all of those are on the road yet; we have 
had an increase of around 27.5 per cent in the number of plates on the road.  We have gone from having 1 057 
plates on the market in 2003 to now having 1 458 plates, and we expect that over the next couple of months we 
will have more plates.  Even without this legislation we would expect another 40 or 50 plates to come into the 
system. 
Once we get this legislation through we will be able to do much more than that.  It is not our intention to flood 
the market.  We think that would be very unwise.  We do not want to devastate plate values; I guess we would 
like to see them plateau.  We also need to make sure that we release the plates in an orderly way so that there is 
sufficient driver training.  We are churning out people through the driving schools.  There are constraints on the 
fitment of cameras.  We are trying to get more people to come to Western Australia who can do that.  We have 
not seen a great deal of customer focus from the group that is currently fitting the cameras, but it has limited 
capacity.  There is also limited capacity to convert the vehicles to gas.  I am not sure that the member for Alfred 
Cove is aware that other than the MPT vehicles, virtually all vehicles operate on gas already. 
Dr J.M. Woollard:  A larger percentage, but not all. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  A very large percentage of them do because economically it makes a helluva lot of 
sense.  We are looking at different measures that may encourage the use of hybrid vehicles but we want to be 
very clear about the relative greenhouse performance of gas vehicles and hybrid vehicles.  It is one fleet where 
we have had very great success, or seen the market driving a very good outcome in terms of sustainability. 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  Will you accept that that was why my amendment sought that it be not just LPG but that it 
include renewable fuels and hybrids? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We are quite happy to do that.  We have led the way in these sorts of technologies.  
We do not need an amendment to the legislation to do that.  We are certainly looking at whether there is an 
opportunity or an advantage in giving people some financial incentives to look at using hybrids, but we 
obviously want to compare the greenhouse emission performance of hybrid vehicles with gas vehicles. 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  Will you take a question?  If you are saying there is no need for an amendment to the 
legislation, how can you enforce that the new taxi plates that come onto the market will be LPG vehicles? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The market is dictating that; it is happening.  It is ironic that the one thing the 
member who has steadfastly opposed the building of the Perth-Mandurah railway -  

Dr J.M. Woollard:  The position. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  In the one area of the entire fleet where we have a high degree of use of a more 
sustainable fuel, she wants to grandstand.  Frankly, I will not support that because I think it is nothing more than 
grandstanding.  This is one area where there has been very good performance in this regard.   

There is the issue of the peak-period plates.  We are preparing to release many more peak-period plates and there 
is the real question about whether the value of the peak-period plates will diminish quite significantly.  It is 
easier to get a peak-period plate than a lease plate.  This legislation proposes that there be no constraint on the 
cap on the number of peak-period plates.  Therefore, we think it is appropriate to offer to the peak-period 
operators who have transferable plates a package that would allow them to convert to a full-time plate.  
Basically, the discounted rate that we are prepared to offer is approximately $142 000.  After looking at the value 
of the plate minus the value of the transferable plate, which we have given at $42 000, we have recommended a 
20 per cent discount.  The payment that we believe would be necessary to provide some sort of equity to the 
existing conventional plate owners is approximately $142 000.  Obviously, some of the peak-period operators 
have written to us wanting a reduction.  We think that it is a pretty generous arrangement.  It is a discount, 
recognising that it makes a certain amount of sense because there is a benefit to the community from 
rationalising the industry by making it simpler and getting the owned plates out of the peak-period sector.  At the 
end of the day, if the operators are not prepared to accept what we consider is a reasonable proposal, the current 
situation will remain.  We are not compelling anybody to do this.  It will be an offer that will be made to them, 
and we hope that they will accept it.   

Dr S.C. Thomas:  It is probably wise.  If you discount it further, there is a possibility of setting a precedent and 
it might impact on prices down the track.  It is probably a reasonable compromise in that area.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is right.  They put forward the idea of a discount.  We have accepted that, but 
the way in which they are valuing the plates is very different from what we believe the market evidence is.   
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Dr S.C. Thomas:  It is probably a reasonable value.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We are also mindful that we have to be fair to the existing holders of the 
conventional owned plates.   

Many members talked about multipurpose taxis.  There has been great difficulty getting people to operate MPTs, 
and nobody could have done more than we have.  We are coming up with new programs all the time.  We 
introduced a lifting fee and have now increased that lifting fee from $5 to $7 to $10 a job.  We have given a 
capital subsidy of $15 000, which will pay for most of the actual fit-out to convert a vehicle.  We are offering a 
price of $100 a month and cadetships for which we pay for people to train as taxidrivers if they commit to two 
years as a multipurpose driver.  As well as the carrots approach, we are using sticks.  Those multipurpose drivers 
who are not doing their share of the jobs are getting infringements.  If they clock up a number of infringements, 
they are put on notice that they could lose their plates altogether.  We are really trying to put some grunt into that 
system.   
Since the latest round of increases and the advertising of that, we have had a very good response from people 
wanting to consider MPT work.  It takes a very special person to do that.  They need to be very patient and 
develop a rapport with the clients.  We have some fabulous MPT operators and we hope that we are able to get 
more of them.   
I sort of think that I have support for this bill.  I hope that is correct.  To those members who made constructive 
and useful comments, I thank them very much.  I commend the bill to the house.   

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Standing Orders Suspension - Motion 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [3.56 pm] - without notice:  I move -  

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
moved forthwith - 

That the scope of the Taxi Amendment Bill 2007 be extended to allow amendments to be 
moved requiring all new taxis to be run on liquefied petroleum gas or renewable fuels or to be 
hybrid vehicles, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  

It is important that standing orders be suspended to allow me to move this motion.  This debate will finish very 
soon because private members’ business is scheduled to commence.   
I would like the opportunity to encourage members to consider extending the scope of this bill to provide an 
amendment that will ensure that taxis are run on liquefied petroleum gas or renewable fuels.  In the past several 
months there has been a lot in the newspapers and on television about climate change and greenhouse gas 
emissions.  This government has created a new ministerial portfolio of climate change.  There has been a lot of 
rhetoric from this government.  I accept that 25 per cent of the government’s fleet runs on LPG.  My proposed 
motion will ensure that the approximately 40 new taxis each year will run on LPG or renewable fuels or be 
hybrid vehicles.  I believe that the government should assist in the conversion of taxis to LPG, but this will 
ensure that new taxis are run on either LPG or renewable fuels or are hybrid cars.   
I pointed out in my contribution to the second reading debate that a number of ministers have made statements 
about climate change and greenhouse gas emissions.  This is a chance for government members to demonstrate 
that they are not hypocrites and spouting rhetoric, but are serious about reducing gas emissions.  We know from 
the report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that there has been an increase of approximately 
20 per cent in transport emissions over the past decade, so we know that transport is a major factor in the amount 
of greenhouse gas that is emitted and thus a major factor influencing climate change.  The taxi bill will not come 
on the table again for a long time, so while it is on the table, it gives members an opportunity to consider climate 
change and greenhouse gases, and it gives this government an opportunity to show that it is committed to 
reducing greenhouse gases.  By inserting an amendment into this bill, we could guarantee that the cars coming 
on board are fuelled by LPG or other renewable fuels.   

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.   
 


